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lisahility World

Kea Llves

Benjamin was the
same child the day

after the diagnosis.
Who changed?

Disahility World

My Journey
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Higher for people

with significant
developmental disabilities

Lessons—from-Adults:

The Message of Therapies
The Message of Segregation
The Message of Goals
Wanting to be loved and
accepted just the way you are.

Disahility World

My Journey

Keal Lives

Every child is
born included!

Inclusion
Is the

Natural State
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| felt as a child they
kept trying to fix me,
but nobody was helping
me to learn how to live
with the way | was.

Dr. Margaret Stineman
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DISABILITY IS NOT

We can believe

lNTNT'ONS what we choose.

We are answerable The Real Problems are
for what we ATTITUDES and

choose to believe. PERCEPTIONS

About Disability.

THE “PROBLEM”

John Henry Newman, Roman Catholic Priest - 1800s

PURPOSE

I or IR

LABELS?

For LABELS
D\iﬂ““‘s Services |

* or ' Thinking
KK ®  Legal SERVICES Em;o rs
PassPO™" Rsan NEGATIVE

OUTCOMES

How we use labels: ‘ Question ! The significant
- Focus on “Problems/Deficits” problems we '
« Predict the Future face cannot §
« Low Expectations-High Standards be solved at |/ ')

- Presumption of Incompetence the same level

« People Must “Earn” the Right to Belong of ‘I'hinking

« Exempt from Responsibility we were at

when we \%

created them. > ApcrtEinstdin

Justify Segregation:
Dependence, Devaluation, Loss of Opportunities
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CODSfI’UCt

DISABILITY:
A BODY PART
THAT WORKS

Do you know what it’s like to
feel wrong 24-hours a day?
Do you know what it’s like to

be disapproved of, not only for |
{:] what you do and say and think, |
o but for who you are?

Joyce Rebeta-Burditt

DIFFERENTLY

The Developmental Disabilities Assistance Act

DISABILITY: People First Language

People with disabiliti F i i
Has a cogniti isabili y retarded

A c CE Has a learning disability Is learning-disabled
Uses a i i

of th e :!::da“::intal health Is mentally ill
People w/o disabilities Normal, typical, healthy
E N V | R O N M E N T Accessible parking Handicapped parking

No more “suffers from,” “afflicted with,” etc.
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DISABLED

Federal Definition
Permanently and totally disabled:

The person cannot engage in any
substantial gainful activity
because of a physical or mental
condition.... (that) can be
expected to last continuously for
at least a year or lead to death.

Share Needs, Not Diagnosis

Reframe

If thought;

corrupt thought.

George Orwell

HEJEANSISENIONG ruc.lvi.]a».
She needs assistance with..

REFRAME
Deficits o Proplems

@D T

Every trait
or behayior
is NOT
a consequence
of the disability!

“Labels” of
Abilities
Talents

{nterests
Strengths
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Assistive Technology
Accommodations

X Supports

A GREAT FIRST CHOICE,

«

NOT A LAST RESORT! *

“l have a problem...” or “l can’t...”

Respond with:
“What do you think you
can/should do about that?”

“Let’s think about what you
might want do about that.”

Let’s Focus on:
—\Valuable)Abilities—
=UnlimtedPotential=
—Inclusion’intAllfAreas—

—Relationships/Experiences—

Martin Luther King, Jr. - 1963
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